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Washington Trails Association  
celebrates the joy of hiking  
and its power to transform lives.  
We work to harness that power  
    to build a bright future for the    
                                 world we live in.

Washington is projected to grow by 1.8 million  
people over the next 25 years. Our state will  
benefit from new perspectives and new resources 
while trails and natural areas will face tremendous 
pressures. Washington Trails Association is ready  
to meet this challenge head on. Over 50 years, WTA 
has established itself as a trusted voice for hikers. 
We have mobilized a thriving volunteer community 
dedicated to building and maintaining trails.  
We have opened new pathways to the outdoors  
for youth. The growing network of members,  
volunteers and partners who share our vision  
is stronger than ever. This is WTA’s time.

WTA is pursuing three bold goals that will result  
in a Washington transformed by hikers. Within  
five years, we will dramatically increase the number 
of quality trails ranging from urban areas to remote 
wilderness, driven in part by a greater investment  
in our public lands. We will empower a broad  
coalition dedicated to protecting Washington’s  
wild places for future generations to enjoy. And,  
we will see Washington’s youth embracing the  
outdoors and trail experiences as dedicated  
environmental stewards.

WTA is committed to building the capacity  
and raising the resources to meet our goals.  
We recognize our success is due to our members, 
supporters and volunteers and invite everyone to 
help us shape the future of Washington.

THE PATH FORWARD

THANK YOU

Washington Trails Association is 
looking forward to the next 50 years 
of protecting trails and sharing the joy 
of hiking.  Exploring the opportunities 
and challenges ahead, WTA’s board, 
staff, volunteers and members worked 
together to develop this five-year  
strategic plan. It represents the  
combined efforts of more than 200 
direct participants and 2,700 survey 
respondents. Thank you to all who 
contributed to this effort.  We invite 
everyone to join us on this journey.
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VISION:
We envision  

a world where 

trails connect 

communities,  

and people are 

empowered  

stewards of  

Washington’s  

wild places.

VALUES:
We believe that  

being out in nature 

has a positive 

impact on people’s 

hearts, minds and 

bodies. We value 

stewardship  

and volunteerism; 

cooperation and 

partnership;  

community and 

inclusion. And we 

like to have fun!

MISSION:
WTA’s mission 

is to preserve, 

enhance, and 

promote hiking 

opportunities  

in Washington 

state through 

collaboration,  

education,  

advocacy and 

volunteer trail 

maintenance.

705 2nd Ave, Suite 300
Seattle, WA 98104
(206) 625-1367

wta.org
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Everyone in Washington will have  
access to local trails and opportunities  

to enjoy quality hiking experiences.

WHY: Exploring a natural place can have a 

powerful impact on a person’s life. WTA wants 

to ensure that these experiences are available 

to everyone. Washington’s expansive trail 

network offers an extraordinary array of hiking 

opportunities and deserves stewardship to 

match. Yet Washington falls short of meeting 

the growing demand for outdoor recreation 

across the state. 

We face a backlog of trails and roads  

requiring maintenance and repair, and  

declining public funding for recreation on 

public lands. Only with a significant increase  

in public and private investment can we 

ensure that everyone has the opportunity to 

access the outdoors. WTA mobilizes volunteers 

to build and maintain trails, amplifies the  

voices of hikers and connects people to trails.

New generations will  
connect with, explore and  

conserve the outdoors.

WHY: Our future depends on it. A growing 

number of people are moving to Washington 

and embracing an outdoor way of life. More 

folks on trail means that it is vital that we each 

do our part to protect these special places.

Today’s young people are the most socially  

engaged generation ever, and they want  

to give back to their community. Yet WTA 

recognizes that significant social, structural 

and institutional barriers have prevented many 

communities from enjoying Washington’s 

amazing natural areas. We are committed  

to reducing the adventure gap in our state, 

and to ensuring that Washington’s new  

generations of outdoor explorers embrace  

a conservation ethic.  

Washington will be  
the nation’s strongest voice  

for hikers and trails.

WHY: Outdoor recreation is vital to our state’s  

economy and quality of life. Thanks to the 

voices of our members and supporters,  

WTA has become a powerful force. Our voice  

is amplified by the sweat equity of every  

volunteer who helps to build and maintain 

trails. WTA provides fun volunteer experiences 

that empower a growing community of  

stewards. Together our advocacy, youth, 

volunteer and education programs are helping 

Washington residents become the nation’s  

strongest voice for trails.

OBJECTIVES:

Protect  

Washington’s  

most heavily used  

and iconic trails. 

Enhance  

Washington’s 

frontcountry and 

backcountry hiking 

experiences. 

Create more urban 

hiking opportunities.

Improve access to 

Washington’s trails 

and wild places.

OBJECTIVES:

Empower new  

generations  

of responsible  

trail users. 

Invest in  

organization-wide  

diversity and  

equitable access  

to trails.

Impact more  

youth statewide. 

Leverage  

technology to make 

hiking information 

more accessible.

OBJECTIVES:

Change the  

conversation in the 

state to embrace  

recreation and trails  

as a priority.

Elevate WTA as  

a national model for 

protecting trails and 

empowering hikers.

Build a statewide  

community  

of advocates.

Foster a national  

network of trail  

stewards.
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